
 
 

Malawi Deaf and Deafblind Awareness and Communication 

Sense Scotland and its partners in Malawi aim to increase access to education for 

hearing impaired children and young people. Our partners are the Central Church of 

Africa Presbyterian (CCAP) Livingstonia Synod based in Mzuzu, SIGNAL and the 

Woodford Foundation Scotland. 

Since our first 3 months of funding from the Scottish Government to support our work 

in Malawi, ourselves and our partners have made great progress with a further two 

rounds of funding from the Scottish Government and Comic Relief: 

 Over 14,000 people have attended training workshops designed to challenge 

negative assumptions and provide positive role models and opportunities to 

learn;  

 The drop-out rate of hearing impaired children from school has reduced 

significantly in many areas where the programme is running;  

 Improved year on year academic attainment of these learners with an 

increase of children progressing to the next grade; 

 Pupils report greater involvement and enjoyment in school and family life, less 

stigmatism and a greater desire to learn;  

 Teachers report increased enthusiasm in their work now they have the 

additional skills to teach all their pupils;  

 Successful parent groups are established and provide mutual support to 

parents of newly identified deaf children.  Income generating activities as 

diverse as a parents theatre group, fish farm and savings and loan scheme 

assist with the costs of their child’s education;  

 Community leaders actively seek out “hidden” deaf children and encourage 

families to send them to school;  

 Home visits to newly identified parents and families of deaf children to support 

their inclusion in education and encourage communication at home;  

 Government education officials continue to be fully supportive of the project 

including teacher training sessions and the provision of support at local level 

to ensure the programme becomes sustainable.  

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

Our third Scottish Government funded Malawi project takes our work with hearing 

impaired children and young people, community leaders, families and schools into 

the isolated rural areas in the northern districts of Rumphi, Mzimba South, Chitipa 

and Karonga.   

 

Sense Scotland Chief Executive Andy Kerr visited the project in September with 

Karen Goodman-Jones, International Projects Manager with our partner Signal.  



    
 

 

 

“The work on the ground is as impressive as ever” Andy said on his return.  

“Communities, families, teachers and of course the children, never fail to amaze me.” 

Andy’s journey north of Mzuzu where the project base is located took him through 

the lush coffee, sugar and tobacco growing plantations right up to the most northerly 

tip of the country on dirt roads, hairpin bends and hair-raising cliff edges to some the 

most isolated rural communities where he saw first-hand the challenges faced by our 

partners in Malawi.  He encountered villages inaccessible during the long rainy 

season, classes with more than 100 learners and families and teachers too remote 

from the work of the project base, in Mzuzu, to be aware of the benefits and right to 

education for hearing impaired children and young people and those with other 

disabilities. 

However, inspired and informed by the work of our Malawi colleagues, there have 

been some fantastic results over the last 18 months exemplified by some of the most 

recent case studies: 

The Community Leader 

Roosevelt Gondwe is Senior Group Village Headman in Mapanganya, Luviri, in 

Rumphi District. In the five months since he attended the project’s Community 

Awareness Training, Roosevelt has helped pass by-laws in all the villages in his 

jurisdiction: 

 Any parent or guardian not sending their hearing impaired children to school 

will be called for guidance and counselling. 

 For any material support coming to his area, priority should be given to 

hearing impaired children. 

 All schools in his area should abide by national laws to enrol hearing impaired 

children alongside all other children, with or without special education needs. 

 All villages should keep records of hearing impaired children and children with 

other disabilities 

In addition, Roosevelt conducts regular awareness meetings in the villages under his 

jurisdiction to help identify hearing impaired children in the area. He also attends 

Village Development Committees, Area Development Committees and Area 

Executive Committees as part of his position, where he lobbies for increased support 

for hearing impaired children. 

Roosevelt associates a lot with teachers in the schools in his area. He is at the 

forefront of encouraging the community to attend parent teacher association 

meetings in all schools. He is actively using his position to influence parents, 

teachers and other community members to take care of hearing impaired children. 



    
 

 

 

The Family 

Joseph Nyirenda is 8 years old and is the fifth of 6 children. He lives in Kathewela 

village in Luwerezi Zone, in Mzimba South.  His parents attended Family Awareness 

and Communication Training in April 2014.  

Winfrey Nyirenda, Joseph’s father, is also a member of Mwanche Primary School 

parent support group set up under the project which acts as a bridge between 

parents and schools. He is a smallholder farmer growing tobacco and maize as a 

means of living.  

Following the training and joining the group, Winfrey Nyirenda now goes around the 

village encouraging other parents to take their hearing impaired children to school. 

He also encourages parents to join the parent support group so they can work as a 

team and speak with a unified voice. Joseph’s relatives are very supportive and 

interact with him as they are aware of his impairment.  

   

Josepth Nyirenda   Mr & Mrs Nyirenda 

Inclusion of disabled people in community activities is something that has to be 

addressed by both the disabled person and the community around them. This 

project’s training has helped Joseph’s parents to advocate for his right to education. 

However, Winfrey was quick to point out that disabled people still face challenges 

and that there is a need to target community attitudes to inclusion. 

“As a parent the training helped me to gain confidence. Now my child has gone to a 

new class, Standard 3, and I went to talk to the teacher to make sure that they put 

him in front and informed the new class teacher that my child has hearing problems.” 

“Still others see my son as rude because he cannot hear and does not respond to 

them when they call him. There is a need to encourage our chiefs to continue 

meetings with the community on disability to understand my son.” 

 

 



    
 

 

 

The Teacher 

A key element of the project is the delivery of specific training in deaf awareness, 

communication and teaching methods to teachers working in mainstream primary 

schools. Training focuses on how to identify hearing impaired children, how to assist 

them within the mainstream school setting, and good communication practices to 

ensure hearing impaired children receive a quality primary education alongside their 

hearing peers.  

They are also encouraged to share the information to all learners in their schools to 

target bullying and discrimination. Different schools use different approaches, from 

morning assembly to sensitise the other learners while others targeted the classroom 

where they had hearing impaired learners only. Learning from the two approaches, 

the project recommends that a combination of the two are carried out at school to 

make sure that the child is safe both within their classrooms as well as outside when 

interacting with other pupils. 

 

Agness Chilongo, a teacher at Kalowe school supporting hearing impaired following TACT training, Chitipa 

Teachers report that this two day training makes an immediate difference to their 

teaching practice in the classroom and to the performance of hearing impaired 

learners.  

 

 



    
 

 

 

Agness Chilongo, a teacher from Kawale Zone who attended a Teacher Awareness 

and Communication session, reported the performance of the hearing impaired 

learners at her school as “exceptional” in only a few months due to proper 

communication skills after being trained by the project and parent support to the 

education of their children at all times following their participation in awareness and 

communication training targeted to families.  
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