
Loud & Clear
Issue 31 Autumn 2007                               ISSN 1358-5290

Sir Terry W ogan launches T ouchBase
Children and Family Suite
Photogr aph courtesy of Alan P eebles 

Photogr aph y for BBC Children in Need

For supporters of Sense Scotland, a charity working with
deafblind and disabled children and adults across Scotland



2

Editors
Chit Chat
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the
Autumn issue of y our
newsletters which
reports on our
fantastic taster da y
when Sir T erry W ogan
came to open the
Children & Family Suit
here at T ouchBase.

One of y our fellow
supporters wrote,
about T ouchBase; “ A
great communit y can
gener ate a great
sense of being and
those that participate
can achiev e
extr aordinary things
in such an
environment ”. 

Our thanks to y ou and
kindest regards.

Sara Bannerman
e-mail: fundr aising
@sensescotland.org.uk

Other formats are available on request.
Freepost RLST -RKSC-XKSL, Sense Scotland, T ouchBase, 

43 Middlesex Street, Glasgow G41 1EE
Tel: 0141 429 0294  Fax: 0141 429 0295 Text: 0141 418 7170

Scottish charit y No: SC022097 

Every Click
Go to www .ev ery click.co .uk to support
Sense Scotland while y ou surf .

Chr is tmas Gif ts 
Choose y our Christmas cards
this y ear from the Sense
Scotland Christmas Gift
Catalogue and support our work
with deafblind and disabled
children and adults in Scotland. 

By sending Sense Scotland cards
and gifts y ou also help to spread
the word about our work to y our
friends, family and colleagues. 

Thank y ou!

Welcome
to Fiona
The Arts T eam welcomes
Fiona Sharp , our new
music tutor working in
the North East & West,
funded b y The Scottish
Arts Council. 

Fiona joins o ver 900 staff
now working in Scotland.

UK Fundraising
Award W inner
TouchBase “Mak e it
Happen” campaign won
the UK category “Best
Local Fundr aising
Campaign at the UK
Institute of Fundr aising
Conference. 
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Scotland’ s Artist 
Residency Programme
Artist Jemima Chillingworth spent
18 months in residency with Sense
Scotland and the results of her 
work and those of a group of disabled
artists were exhibited at Gr ampian
Hospitals Art T rust's Art Gallery in
Aberdeen R oyal Infirmary . Some of
the artists Jemima has been working
with were residents in long-sta y
hospitals for man y y ears, before they
mo ved into their own homes to be
supported to liv e independently .

"The exhibition explored the point
where our senses meet and
collabor ate in creating a unique and
individual perception of the world,"
explained Jemima. "Man y of the
artists ha ve left communities that
they ha ve known all their liv es and
have recently been dev eloping a new
place for themselv es as well as
making decisions for themselv es. The
project has helped them
communicate and dev elop hidden
potential. One artist in his 60s who
had spent most of his adult life in a
long-sta y hospital, has disco vered he
has a genuine art talent. The project
has also impacted greatly on m y
pr actice as an artist. I'm now
producing work which is more tactile
and can engage directly with people
through a v ariet y of senses."

Arts 
Update

Partners

Nor ther n 
Lights
A group of people we support
exhibited 'Northern Lights'. at
Glasgow's Burrell Collection this
summer . The exhibition is the result
of collabor ativ e sessions with the our
Wood-cr aft T utor James Finla yson.

"By exploring colour , light, heat and
tactile response within the local
environment the artists were able to
produce colourful, functional
lighting." explained James.
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OUR THANK S TO YOU!

White House Pub 
Who r aised £1,738 in the Spring
through a r ange of activities including
football cards, a kar aok e night, r affles
and auctions. 

Fundr aising w as led b y Helen McF adden
who w as the chief organiser and the
person who w anted to r aise funds for
Sense Scotland. Helen pictured far right. 

Fenwick Primary
Mrs Andrews class, for their dinner
money change of £15.50.

Larkhall Academy
Mrs Campbells class who donated £25.

Laura-Beth Robertson’ s
6 th Birthda y Part y which r aised £109
via www.egoodie.co.uk.

Rotary Club of Largs
for their donation of £200.

Rotary Club of Kilsyth
who donated £500.

Donations Received In Memory of
My father who w as a
keen supporter , Vivien
Chesney .

Donald MacKay, from
Carluke from his wife
Mrs MacK ay who also
‘believ es strongly in the
work y ou do’ .

Also from friends Anne
& David R obins, WDR
Park and  Mr & Mr
Muirhead.

Mrs Blanchewelsh
from her husband and
daughter .

Roderick J Stewart
from his sister Miss Anne
Stew art.

Catherine Russell
from her husband R obert
Russell.

Jim Mills who w as a
great supporter , from his
wife Margaret.

Catherine Patricia
Morrison who left a
legacy to Sense
Scotland.

Mrs Peggy Lally  wife
of Pat Lally and long
time supporter of Sense
Scotland.

Robbie Strathearn,
love Christine.

Aviagen Charities
Committee
for y our kind donation of £150 for our
woodcr aft workshop .

Carolyne Barlow
who sold plants and r aised £20.

Anne Smith
who receiv ed donations of £70 for an
anniv ersary .

Castle Toddlers Group
who donated £50.

John & Judith Mitchell
who celebr ated their silv er wedding at
Duck Ba y Hotel and r aised £553.

Epping Forest Scottish
Association
who r aised £120 from a r affle at their
dance. 

Goldenhill Primary
who collected £173.03 from children,
parents and staff .

Dunfermline Golf Club
ladies section who r aised £204

Tayport Charity Shop
who donated £100.

Gordon W arren
for www.g-warren.supanet.com
artwork sales supporting our work.
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Autumn R af f le
r aises £33,5 47!
Pictured right, Ger ard dr awing the winning
tick et, in the T ouchBase outdoor pla y area,
for the 2007 A utumn R affle. 

Mrs Pamela Thompson from Cromart y is
delighted to ha ve won the Cunard Queen
Mary 2 T ransatlantic Crossing for two .  All
other winners ha ve been notified and the
winning numbers can be found on our web
site www .sensescotland.org.uk. 

Many thanks Children in Need, Cly debank
College, Cunard and to ev ery one who
supported the R affle.

105 Today!
Happ y Birthda y to
Miss Raitt whose
friends made
donations.
Including a
personal gift, Miss
Raitt and her
friend Mrs
Elizabeth Wilson
raised £200.

Ladbrokes
Ladbrok es shops across Scotland
recruited 24 staff and friends to
tak e part in the Riv er Cly de Zip
Slide and r aised £7,000! Man y
thanks to all in volv ed.

Bowmore
Primary ,
Islay
On their recent
visit to T ouchBase
pupils presented
Roy Co x, our
chairman, with a
cheque for
£260.00.

Stewart’ s
Melville &
Mary
Erskine
raised £2,477.88
by fundr aising
throughout the
year including
their annual throw
a bean bag.

ASDA Govan
We were delighted that the local
ASDA store to the Cly de Zip
Slide supported a team of 13
who r aised £1,510 and also
printed all the photos for free!
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TouchBase
Sir Terry W ogan launches

Children and Family suite in
TouchBase

Thanks to y ou and funding from Children in
Need, the Children and F amily suite is now
finished and Sir T erry W ogan officially opened the
Suite on the 12th September 2007.  It w as a
fantastic opportunit y for children and families
celebr ate their new resource and o ver 200
children, families, supporters and staff joined in
the fun. 

In the morning there were performances b y the
junk orchestr a to welcome Sir T erry , followed b y
two music sets while Sir T erry enjo yed a tour of
TouchBase and met some of the children and
families. During the lunch break children and
adults joined Gameli T ordzro from P an African
Arts Scotland for a drumming session, which felt
lik e the big heart of T ouchBase, beating! 

In the afternoon guests enjo yed dr ama, arts and
music workshops and more performances b y
service users and impromptu sets b y guests who
took to the stage.

There w as also a surprise for Sir T erry W ogan
when Music T utor (and former member of 80's
band The Bluebells) Da vid McClusk ey, presented
him with a signed cop y of the T OGS anthem
'Young at Heart'.

"It's wonderful to meet the y oung people and
families who will benefit from the T ouchBase,
Children and F amilies suite. It's especially
rew arding to know how vital the funding from
Children in Need w as in making this project a
realit y. Countless disabled children and their
families, who are supported b y Sense Scotland,
will ha ve their liv es tr ansformed b y this unique
resource." said Sir T erry W ogan.

Gillian Morbey , Chief Ex ecutiv e of Sense Scotland
said, "It has been a fantastic journey for us since
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Become a Friend
of TouchBase

Raising o ver £2m to mak e TouchBase happen has
been a major achiev ement o ver the last few
years. T o ensure the ongoing success of
TouchBase for o ver 300 children and adults could
you become a "Friend of T ouchBase" and help
with annual running costs.

As a "Friend" y our name will be acknowledged at
TouchBase, on the w all of "Friends" and y ou ma y
also wish to become a room sponsor .  

As a "Friend" y our VIP status will giv e y ou the
opportunit y to visit T ouchBase for “Friends”
events and also to meet with some of the
remarkable children and adults who come here. 

For an information leaflet phone 0141 429 0294
or go to www .sensescotland.org.uk/Friends of
TouchBase or tick the appropriate bo x and return
the form on page 12.

Sense Scotland
started working from
a tin y office in the
early 80's. Now , we
have been able to
giv e disabled
children and families
their v ery own space
in the new
TouchBase resource. 

Sense Scotland has created a fantastic and
unique building in T ouchBase. Designed with and
for deafblind and disabled children and adults,
TouchBase is a place to be creativ e, to dance, to
sing, to learn, to seek advice, to work, to pla y, to
eat, to celebr ate and to meet friends.   

Cath y, whose daughter S ylvia uses the new family
suite in T ouchBase: "It's absolutely fantastic.
There's nothing else lik e this for children lik e
Sylvia. She lo ves the music and dancing. I nev er
realised how much I needed Sense Scotland's
support until I got it."

“I wish y ou could all
have seen it” said

Ter r y Wogan. “ It is a
w onder ful and

uplif ting place f or
childr en and

families”.
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Hillview is a new collaber ativ e
dev elopment with Dundee Cit y
Council Social W ork Department and
Tayside Primary Care NHS Trust. The
team support a number of adults to
access a v ariet y of communit y based,
recreational and leisure activities.

Jackie R eid, F amily Adviser visited
the centre; “I met Ga vin relaxing in
one of the music and activit y rooms.
The room can be used as a quieter
space for people with autism. 

I noticed most rooms had wooden
signifiers, such as the utilit y room
with its w ashing machine and sink
signifiers attached to the door .
Combined with colour coding this
signage allows people with a v ariet y
of sensory impairments to find their
own w ay around the centre. 

Another activit y room doubles up as
a communication room and has
individual pock ets hanging on the
walls to help people understand how
the da y is planned. ”

Listen to Me
Conference
Sense Scotland is proud to be
hosting the 4th Listen to Me
conference for deafblind people and
their families. Held from the 22nd -
27th A ugust 2008 at T ouchBase, the
conference will celebr ate the
achiev ements of deafblind people,
their families and support staff .

The conference is a fantastic chance
for families across Europe to meet,
share ideas and find out more about
the European Deafblind Network. The
event will focus on arts activities and
will include the chance to mak e y our
own sculpture, create y our own song
or produce a Scottish painting. There
will also be a r ange of social ev ents,
the chance to explore Glasgow , Loch
Lomond and of course the occasional
sample of whisky .

We would lik e to welcome the
Aveyron Centre in Hamilton to Sense
Scotland. The resource centre
supports 22 disabled people to
access communit y facilities and
activities when they lea ve school.
Like Sense Scotland the organisation
was set up b y a group of parents
who sa w the need for their son or
daughter to be giv en the right kind
of services to support their individual
needs.

The resource will receiv e funding
from South Lanarkshire Council and

staff will be able to continue doing
the fantastic work they already do .
The A veyron Centre offers a r ange of
facilities to help people maintain and
dev elop their skills for daily living.

“The A veyron Centre pro vides
fantastic support for y oung men and
women and we are delighted to
welcome them to the Sense Scotland
family” , said our Chief Ex ecutiv e Gill
Morbey . “W e’re looking forw ard to
working with them to help ensure
they get the best support as part of
the organisation. ” 

The Aveyron Centre, Hamilton

Hill vie w R esour ce Centr e, Dundee

Services Update
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Cheryl goes to Norway
Cheryl w as joined b y other deafblind
people from across Europe to go on
an activ e visit to a v ery snowy
Norw ay. Highlights included
sledging, skiing, riding a skidoo . 

“It w as the trip of a lifetime for
Cheryl, allowing her to experience
outdoor activities which ga ve her a
real connection with this wonderful
environment ” said Joe Gibson,
Outdoor Education T utor . 

Beach F un
It ma y ha ve been a
chilly summers da y, but
over 40 service users
met at Saltcoats beach. 

Sand sculpture allowed
people to enjo y the
freedom of lots of space
to feel the sand and the
wind and the smell of
the sea. 

The great outdoors made
every one v ery hungry
and the barbeque lunch
pro ved to be a hit as did

the par achute games. It w as a great da y and
despite the cold ev ery one joined in the music
jam which continued on into the afternoon in
the giant tepee.

St ephen ’s exam success
Stephen attended Carnbooth School
(for deafblind children) and this y ear
he attained 13 SQA appro ved
National Units across a v ariet y of
subjects including English Language,
and Health Living. His delighted mum
said; “Stephen’ s come on so well and
to me his future is in Glasgow , where
he is with all his friends supported b y
Sense Scotland” . 

Stephen at the beach

Disability Agenda
2007 sa w the launch of the Disabilit y
Agenda when Scotland launched its
manifesto . Murr ay Farquharson, one
of the  members of our Service User
Consultation Group deliv ered a
speech on behalf of the group at the
MSPs  ev ent. Go to the publications
section of the website
www .disabilit yagendascotland.org.uk
to read the manifesto .

Murr ay explained that
“disabled people w ant
the same out of life as
every one else, we can do
these things if we get the
chance and if we ha ve
the right support ”.



Events Update

Contact Andy Hughes 0141 429 0294 for 2008 ev ents or go to
www.funways.org.uk
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Netherlee Primary
School janitor , Bill McCue, with proud
pupils of Netherlee Primary who
helped him r aise £884 and tr ack ed
his daily progress on their Sense
Scotland W est Highland W ay map!

Zip Slide
85 br ave daredevil flew 640ft across
the Cly de in Ma y r aising £18,000.
Crowd fa vourite fly ers included a
ladybird, a squirrel and of course,
Wonderwoman!

Golf Days
Both the Pro- Am and
the Annual Sense
Scotland Golf da y
raised £15,000 this
year, huge big thanks
to all in volv ed.

Team Rapids
£28k w as r aised b y 22
teams who took part in two
days of r apids on the Riv er
Tummel. P oints were also
awarded for team work and
rafting abilit y.

Running Events
Many thanks to ev ery one
who took part in the
Women's 10K, Edinburgh
Marathon and the Great
Scottish R un in 2007 for
raising £9,655.

Peru Inca Trail 
Six people are off to P eru in October
and ha ve r aised £17,500 sa ying;
“You’d be surprised at the willingness
of people to help as we are doing
something immensely worthwhile“.

We are now looking for people for the
next trek in No vember 2008.

Great Wall of China 
Ten people, including a family of four ,
are currently fundr aising for Sense
Scotland and tr aining for their great
adv enture in Ma y 2008.  T rekking for
nine da ys along the Great W all of
China they will also be helping to
repair a section of the w all.

International Challenge Events
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As propert y v alues in Scotland soar to
unprecedented lev els, man y of us will fall into the
40% inheritance tax br ack et. 

Avoiding inheritance tax with a discretionary ‘Will
Trust' is one possible solution - it is perfectly legal
and lea ves y ou in control of y our assets. 

The ‘Will T rust ’ is two separ ate Wills, with a
direction that the first partner to die ma y lea ve up
to the ‘nil r ate band’ (currently £300,000 ) ‘in trust ’
for the surviving partner , and then the children. As
the surviving partner is appointed as the trustee,
they can dictate how the assets are used or
disposed of . When the second partner dies, an y
funds remaining in the trust ma y pass to the
children free of inheritance tax.

If y ou w ant to ensure that y our hard-earned money
goes where y ou w ant it to , and not to the taxman,
contact y our solicitor for advice. Proper planning can
greatly reduce an y such tax liabilit y, and allow y ou to
include y our fa vourite charit y in y our long term plans.  

If and when the time is right 
for you to leave a gift to charity 
please remember us in your will.

L E G A C Y  N E W S

Dear Happy House
Keeper!

Each y ear more and
more Houses are sent
to good homes and
this y ear y ou ha ve
raised £68,779.77 . 

If y ou feel y our Happ y
House needs a
holida y, wh y not let a
friend or family
member house sit for
a while! And k eep the
pennies rolling in!

Many Thanks 
from Kate

H a p p y
H o u s e
U P D A T E

SHOP NEWS

This summer we ha ve had some interesting
donations! W e receiv ed o ver 100 second hand
computer monitors which sold lik e hot cak es
and recently receiv ed a batch of designer
jeans. W e were also giv en a piano and an
organ. By donating to our shops y ou are
helping us to r aise much needed income but
also helping the en vironment b y reducing the
amount of material going to landfill.

We do rely on the commitment of our shops
volunteers who help b y sorting clothes,
serving on the till or if they ha ve tr ansport b y
collecting or deliv ering goods. If y ou can help
in an y w ay as a v olunteer please contact y our
local shop . Shops are located in Glasgow ,
Alloa, Coatbridge, Bathgate, P eebles and Saint
Andrews. Alternativ ely for contact details go to
www .sensescotland.org.uk.
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To: The Manager

Bank: 

Address:

Postcode

Name of Account Holder(s)

Signature(s)

Please pa y Sense Scotland Direct Debits from the account detailed in
this instruction subject to the safeguards assured b y the Direct Debit
Guar antee. I understand that this instruction ma y remain with Sense
Scotland and if so , details will be passed electronically to m y Bank/Building Societ y.

Direct Debit Instruction to your Bank or Building Society

The easiest w ay for man y people to
support Sense Scotland regularly is b y
monthly  Direct Debit  donations. If y ou
wish to support our work in this w ay
please use section 3, A and B.
l This is a new donation
l This replaces a previous Direct Debit

Here is my gift of £
I enclose a cheque or P ostal Orders pa yable to “ Sense Scotland” . 

Alternatively
Please use m y credit card number:

Expiry Date Issue No  Securit y Code
(if applicable) (Last three digits on reverse)

Your details
Name

Address

Postcode

Please send information on how to become a Friend of TouchBase
Please send me a Happ y House

How You Can Help

I w ant Sense Scotland to treat all donations from 6th April 2002 
and from this declar ation as Gift Aid donations until further notice .

Bank Sort 
Code

Account Number

Date

Originator ’s
Identification
6 0 1 0 7 1

Reference

1

2

3
Signature

E-mail

Telephone

Please call me about lea ving a legacy

A
l I would lik e to donate a regular gift of:

£10        £7.50         £5        Other
l I would lik e this gift to be made ev ery:

month quarter year

l Please start m y pa yments on the:
1 st 15 th of 

(insert month/y ear)

B

Make giving easy by Direct Debit


